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GUEST EDITORIAL ...

William M. Chavis. M.D.

Dr. Chavis is a physician in Detroit, Michigan
A little boy, wearing shoes a bit
too large and wearing a coat which
was slightly small, stood at the corner of John R. and Alexandrine
Street gazing at the shiny steel,
glass and brick building-a
building where medical knowledge
is dispensed, research is carried
out, and healing arts are practiced.
A child of the inner city dared to
believe that one day he could walk
in the hallowed halls of a hospital
and converse with patients in "doctor talk." This was a child from one
of the poorest neighborhoods of the
city, near the Medical Center,
where only 12.5 percent of the
students in the fourth grade passed
the state reading test.
Another little boy who lives in an
affluent suburban neighborhood is
very nervous in school because he is
afraid that he will be called upon in
class to read aloud. He does not
read well and it embarrasses him
when he doesn't know the words.
What chance do these children
have? Will anyone awaken within
them and other children the excitement of reading. . . reading about
wonders of the universe and the
mysteries and magic of life?

Reading is basic to intellectual,
social, and political competence.
Reading opens whole new circuits of
thought, thus allowing one to venture into areas previously beyond
his or her comprehension. It
removes one from the electronic
wizardry of television and allows imagination to flourish. It sharpens
one's capacity to think abstractly.
One's ability to communicate with
others is improved with reading. It
helps one to understand and to be
familiar with imageries of a uni versal nature. To understand the
mathematical equation requires
reading skill. No less important to
all of us in our daily lives is being
able to understand directions by
reading. Reading must remain
education's top priority, for without
it no other skills are possible.
Beyond the skills necessary for
living, we should be concerned also
about the quality of life. Reading
allows us to find joy and beauty in
life and to share with empathy the
sadness of our neighbors. Reading
is good entertainment for the present and preparation for the futre,
when our less demanding hours will
allow more reading and savoring of

memories of days gone by.
The classroom teacher may have
the only hand extended to grasp the
hand of the child living near the corner of John R. and Alexandrine
streets or of the child of an affluent
suburb. The classroom teacher can
direct them to the vast store of
knowledge, wisdom, and universal
truths found through reading. The
responsibility of the teacher does
not rest solely with the transfer of information and the regurgitation
thereof by the student, but rather in
extending the self and admixing
with information genuine concern
for the student placed in the
teacher's care, regardless of social
stratum, race, or religion.
Yesterday's charge is the same as
today's and tommorrow's: Give of
yourself and all the knowledge you
possess, in order that others may
give of themselves.

Announcing MRA 's Teacher of the Issue.

Geneva Gooher
Marion Public Schools
Geneva Booher is a first grade
teacher whose enthusiasm and
dedication to her task have not
diminished, but have rather increased with her twenty-nine years of
teaching experience. In addition to
her years in the Marion Elementary
School she taught for 13 years in
rural one-room schools. There she
worked with kindergarten through
sixth grade and K-8.
Geneva has always taken an active part in professional organizations. She has held several offices in
the local education association and
faithfully attended activities of the
local reading council. She has kept
up with newer ideas in teaching and
continues to adapt her methods to fit
the needs of her students.
She and her husband have reared
five children and she is very suppor-

tive of her seven grandchildren. she
has been both a Sunday School
teacher and leader in her church.
Geneva's first grade reading program is completely individualized.
Each child has his/her turn with the
teacher every day. There is some
grouping as the more progressive
students become more accomplished, but this is flexible and depends
on the child's initiative. Each child
has his own reading assignment for
each day. If a child misses two or
three words in his/her daily oral
reading, these words become a part
of the child's handwriting lesson,
either as individual words or in a
sentence.
Most of the activities in Geneva's
room center around the reading
program. Each month a project is
undertaken, based on the student's
interests. One month it will be a
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study of the sea; another month of
the circus; and so on.
As another means of motivating
children and helping them feel at
home in school, they are encouraged to bring things from home. There
are always such pets as gerbils,
hamsters,
hermit
crabs,
chameleons, frogs, turtles, snakes
which have shed their skin in the
classroom, and guinea pigs. All of
these are used to hold the children's
interest in the classroom and to help
teach them a sense of responsibility.
Geneva spends many hours outside the classroom in preparation for
her teaching day. She is an extraordinary lady, who above all keeps the
individual child and his education
in the forefront.

